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Recommended for use in pediatric deaths, 12 months and older, that are: 1) “Sudden” referring to the circumstance  
where the onset of symptoms is within 24 hours or less from death and 2) “Unexpected” referring to individuals  

 
threatening.

Sudden Unexpected Child Death 
Investigation Reporting Form

 CHILD DEMOGRAPHICS

  Male Female 
  

 PREGNANCY HISTORY

 
 
  Same as child’s primary residence address above
 

  Weeks Months
  

 

  

  

 

Alcohol

-
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 CHILD’S MEDICAL HISTORY

 

 

 Singleton Twin Triplet Quadruplet or higher

  

 

 

Birth Hospital
Date

Address 

Phone number 

2nd

Reason for visit 

Date

Physician’s name 

Address 

Phone number 

In last 
72 hrs 

At any In last 
72 hrs 

Fever

Diarrhea Abnormal growth or weight gain/loss 
Apnea 

Stool changes  

Fussiness or excessive crying
Exposure to anyone who was sick  Feeding issues 

Falls/injuries 
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  •  281
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 Frequently  Unknown

  

15. 

16.   
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 CHILD DIETARY HISTORY

 

 

Unexplained death

Sudden explained death- describe

Asthma or other respiratory disorders

Metabolic disorders

Autoimmune disorders

Mental illness

last 

 Breastmilk 
 Formula

 Juice

 Solids foods normal for age
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 INCIDENT SCENE INVESTIGATION 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3. 
  

 

 

 

 

 Presence of illicit drugs or drug paraphernalia, describe:

 

 

1.  
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 Explain how it was known the child was alive:

 Toddler bed Sofa/couch Twin bed Full bed Queen bed

 
 Yes.

  

  
 

   

 Thin blanket

 Bumper pads

 Wall

  
 present
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17.  

 

 

24.  

to child   

Pressure marks 

Rash or petechiae 

Marks on body 
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 Alcohol

 

  

1. 
 

 

 Photographed Videoed
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INVESTIGATION DIAGRAMS

include with form.

2. 
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INVESTIGATION SUMMARY
 1  Are there any factors, circumstances, or environmental concerns about the incident scene investigation that may have 

 2  Arrival times Military time

Law enforcement at scene: :

DSI at scene: :

Infant at hospital: :

Investigator’s Notes
 1  Indicate the task(s) performed

Additional scene(s)? (forms attached) Doll reenactment/scene re-creation Photos or video taken and noted

Materials collected/evidence logged Referral for counseling EMS run sheet/report

911 tape

 2  If more than one person was interviewed, does the information differ? No Yes

If yes, detail any differences, inconsistencies of relevant information: (ex. placed on sofa, last known alive on chair.)

INVESTIGATION DIAGRAMS

 1 Scene Diagram:  2  Body Diagram:
1 Scene Diagram: Illustrate the childs’s sleep environment. Body Diagram: Note visible injuries, livor, and rigor.2
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Yes
Sl

ee
pi

ng
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

t

Asphyxia  

Sharing of sleep surface with adults, children, or pets

Previous medical diagnosis

Recent fall or other injury

Prior sibling deaths

Previous encounters with police or social service agencies

Ex
am

Suspicious circumstances

This form is available at https://sudpeds.com
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